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Royal University of Ireland. He was a member of the Royal 
Meteorological, the Physical, and the Liverpool Astronomical 
Societies, of which last he was President. He was also a 
member of the Accademia deiXuovi Lincei, of the Societe Scien- 
thfique de Bruxelles, and of the Societe Geigraphique d’An vers. 
For several years he served on the Solar Physics Committee 
and on the British Association Committee for comparing and 
reducing magnetic observations. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society April 9, 1S69. and 
served on the Council for several years, and in December last 
he was proposed by the Council as one of tlm Vice-Presidents 
for the ensuing year. e. b. k. 

George Elliot Ranken was born in the year 1828, and was 
educated at Eton and Oxford. His career at Eton was brilliant 
and exceptionally successful, and at the age of eighteen he entered 
University College, Oxford, on the foundation, having won the 
scholarship the previous year. His tutor at Oxford was the late 
Dean Stanley, who often prophesied great things of his future. 
Soon after taking his dtgree he became a student at the Inner 
Temple, and then entered the War Office as private secretary to 
Sir Edward Lngard. On resigning this position Mr. Ranken 
settled in Rome, where for some years he was attached to the 
Papal Court, having been appointed a Privy Chamberlain by Pope 
Pius IX. In the year 1871 he returned to England and became 
editor of the Tablet , a position which he held until about five 
years ago, when ill-health compelled him to resign it. 

In the year 1859 Mr. Ranken married Georgina Elizabeth, 
daughter of the Rev. H. W. Buckley, Rector of Hartshorne, 
Derbyshire, by whom he leaves two children, a son and a 
daughter. 

Mr. Ranken was a man of more than ordinary accomplish¬ 
ment. His early training and the reading of his lifetime had 
left him with a memory singularly well scored, and with the 
more important results of an habitual refer tiveness. His love 
for literature was liberal and most intelligent, and he fed it on 
the works of many languages, his linguistic t alent being remark¬ 
able. To his familiarity with the modern literature of Europe 
he added a ripe and an accurate scholarship, which made his 
opinion upon any question connected with the classics specially 
valuable. In the problems of astronomy he found a resource and 
a pleasure which even his failing health never seemed to impair. 
But it was only those who knew Mr. Ranken well—perhaps only 
those who lived in habitual and professional intercourse with 
him—who ever fully realised how gifted he was and in how 7 many 
ways. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society t anuary 13, 1882. 

George Francis Riddtford, who died ah Barnwocd Lodge, 
near Gloucester, on December 6, 1889, was torn at Gloucester in 
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1841, and subsequently articled to Messrs. Wilton, solicitors, of 
that place. When admitted, he was received into the firm as 
a partner, and ultimately became its sole representative. He 
bad a very extensive practice of the highest class, and he held 
many valuable public appointments, being Registrar of the County 
Court; County Treasurer ; Clerk of Indictments; and Clerk to 
the Income Tax Commissioners, as well as of many public 
companies. In all these capacities he brought to bear a very 
sound judgment, a wide knowledge, and unswerving integrity. 
He devoted considerable attention to scientific pursuits, and 
possessed large scientific knowledge, especially upon the subject 
of astronomy, the study of which occupied much of his leisure 
time. He built an observatory in his grounds, and fitted it with 
a 12-inch reflecting telescope by Browning, a transit instrument, 
sidereal clock, and other requisites. 

It is interesting to know that his observatory and all its 
contents, together with a full set of spectroscopic apparatus, 
have been presented by his widow to the Gloucester School of 
Science, in which he took a keen interest, and where it is hoped 
that they will serve to promote the study of astronomy. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society January 11, 1878. 

George West Roystox-Pigott was the youngest son of the 
Rev. Solomon Pigott, for many years Rector of Dunstable. He 
entered the University of Cambridge in 1838 and graduated as 
twenty-second Wrangler in 1841, his mathematical tutor being 
the Rev. W. R. Griffin, and soon after taking his degree he was 
elected to a Fellowship at Peterhouse. He continued in resi¬ 
dence at Cambridge for several years longer, pursuing the study 
of medicine, and took the degree of M.D. therein 1851. Dr. 
Royston-Pigott attained distinguished success as a physician 
during his subsequent residence at Harrogate, but after some 
years he retired from the active duties of his profession. Mean¬ 
while he never relaxed the favourite studies which led him into 
the domains of astronomy and the world of marvels revealed by 
the microscope. He was a mechanician of the first order, and 
many details of his costly and beautiful instruments were 
wrought by his own hands or carried out under his direction. 

Finding himself at one time baffled by the imperfections of 
even the best microscopic objectives, he set himself to investigate 
the causes of the residuary aberration and to devise means for 
correcting it. Here his knowledge of mathematical optics told. 
By means of corrections of his own devising, applied to the 
highest powers of the instrument, he succeeded in resolving 
objects of hitherto invincible difficulty, and pointing out to other 
observers most interesting lines of work. It was in recognition 
of his eminent service to science in this respect that he was, in 
1873, elected Fellow of the Royal Society. Shortly after this a 
Fellowship in the Royal College of Physicians was offered to 
him, which, however, having then retired from medical practice, 
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